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be thankful for the Person 

who saves me, time and time 

again, and never gives up on 

me; my Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. So, if your family goes 

around the table and says 

what they are thankful for 

this year, I challenge you to 

think a little  harder and little 

deeper into what you are 

thankful for. Have a Happy 

Thanksgiving!  

-Shaylie M., grade 9 

 

 

house, pets, clothes, 

food...etc..), shall we go a 

little deeper than just the 

surface? I know that        

personally there are a lot of 

things that I don’t deserve 

and still get. I don’t deserve 

the amazing school I go to; I 

don’t deserve the friends 

that I have; and the list goes 

on.  However, there is one 

major thing that I truly don’t 

deserve.  Whenever I fail or 

disappoint people, there is 

still Someone who always 

sees past my failures. My 

True Friend who never 

leaves me or forsakes me, 

no matter how badly I mess 

up.  He is always there. I 

don’t know about you but, 

to me, that’s a true friend. 

This Thanksgiving, I chose to 

 Thanksgiving, . . . of 

course we all think about 

turkey and mashed potatoes 

and stuffing and green bean 

casserole and… ok, maybe I 

got a little off track there, 

however, despite delicious 

food and amazing candles 

there is a little more to the 

holiday than just that. To 

help us get into the thankful 

spirit I think it would help to 

know the definition of 

Thanksgiving.  

 

thanks·giv·ing 

/ˌTHaNGksˈɡiviNG/ 

Noun: thanksgiving; plural 

noun: thanksgivings; noun: 

Thanksgiving; noun: 

Thanksgiving Day 

 

1. The expression of grati-

tude, especially to God.  

"He offered prayers in 

thanksgiving for his 

safe arrival." 

 

     I hope you actually read 

that and didn’t just skip over 

but, in case you are that per-

son, the  definition is “the 

expression of gratitude,   

especially to God.” I know 

what you’re probably    

thinking, “Everyone this time 

of year is always saying to be   

thankful!” However, instead 

of  saying the basic things to 

be  thankful for, (my family, 

Thanksgiving 
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November 21-25  Thanksgiving Break 

November 26  Snow Make-up Day, School in session 

December 3  2nd Quarter Mid-term 

December 14  *Christmas Concert and play, “The Jingle Bell Mystery” 6:30 pm 

December 21-Jan. 1 Christmas Vacation; 12:30 dismissal Dec. 21 

 

*Help is needed to bake cookies for refreshments, serve the snacks, 

and clean up after the concert and play.  Please call the office if you 

can help (and want service hours!).  See page 5 for more infor-

mation about the play! 

 

 

Pre-K Corner 
With fall and Thanksgiving 

arriving, we often think 

about pumpkin pie and  

other pumpkin flavored 

goodies.  The Pre-K stu-

dents had the opportunity 

to find out where these 

pumpkin flavors come from  

first-hand.  From 

“dissecting a pumpkin” to 

pumpkin playdough and 

pumpkin foods, the Pre-K 

students discovered that 

pumpkins are one of God’s 

versatile (and delicious)

creations! 

Project Based Learning: 

Students in Kindergarten and 

first grade were given the 

challenge of planning a    

dessert they could make for 

their friends.  They had to 

choose a recipe and then 

make it.  The skills of collab-

oration, creativity, communi-

cation and critical thinking all 

played an important part in 

this project. The students 

had fun measuring, mixing 

 Kindergarten       

and baking and their cookies 

turned out very well. Great 

work, students! 

Upcoming Events 
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First and Third Grade Discoveries  
Awesome things are  hap-

pening in Mrs. Bennett’s 

classroom! First and third 

grade have started to learn 

the basics of coding with 

their new Ozobots (named 

Violet and Scribbles).  An 

Ozobot is a mini robot that 

is used to teach students 

how to do computer coding. 

Students program the    

Ozobot to move along a 

path they create. They have 

also been doing many neat 

STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math)      

projects. Our favorite STEM 

projects so far have been 

creating camouflaged animals 

and creating an “umbrella.”   

Ozobot 

Can you find the lizard? 

 Grandparents’ & Grandfriends’ Day 

Grandparent’s and 

Grandfriends’ Day was      

celebrated at ACCA on     

October 26.  We hold this 

event each year as a way for 

students to interact with their 

grandparents and friends in a 

special way and to remind 

students of the blessing grand-

parents are.  Students love to 

show what they are doing in 

school and it is a great day for 

everyone. Students in grades 

Pre-K through 5 invited            

grandparents or other older 

generation friends to a special 

lunch in their honor.  After 

lunch, the students           

performed songs, recited 

scripture and read essays they 

had written.  Each student 

also  

decorated 

a card and 

a plant pot 

with soil 

and seeds 

as a special 

gift to give 

their 

guests. 

Students and their grandparents 

then had fun creating a “plant   

person” (homemade Chia Pet) 

together. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

After attending the MS/HS Retreat on 

October 26, the seventh grade       stu-

dents wrote about their experience, using 

figurative language (underlined).  Here is 

one of those responses: 

 

 “This was my first time going 

to Mrs. Cole’s campground and going 

on a prayer retreat with Pastor Ryan.  

The temperature was like an ice cube    

outside, but inside, it was a warm   

blanket.    

 First, before we played, we 

had a time of  worship and prayer.  

During Pastor Ryan’s  message, he 

talked about a place where Native 

Americans had a pow wow for Jesus.  I 

thought that was cool.   

 Next, we went on a hike to 

the Cole’s orchard. That was as fun as 

an amusement park.  During the hike, 

we saw a creek and even a dead deer.  

When we got to the orchard, we were 

On Assignment—7th Grade English 
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allowed to pick a bunch of apples.  By 

the end, my bag looked like a bag full of 

tennis balls, with so many green apples.  

When we got back, we ate lunch, 

snacks, and roasted marshmallows, 

which were tasty, small, fluffy clouds.   

 Finally,  I played ping pong with 

Josiah, and some with Mr. Greene, until 

we had to leave.  The cherry on top 

was Grandpa could come and we got 

the day off school!” 

   Kamren S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Spirit 
It was “Camo Day” last   

Tuesday, November 13.    

Several students participated 

to show their school spirit.  

Bet you can’t find them in the 

picture!  

The students also created metaphors, simi-

les and personification to describe their 

thoughts on Autumn:  

“Autumn is the pumpkin spice of the 

year.” 

   Kamren S. 

“Autumn is like a kaleidoscope of  

colors.”  

   Kamren S. 

“The wind is a wolf, howling through 

the trees.” 

   Emma A. 

“Autumn is like a dream come true.”  

   Wyatt L. 

“The leaves scream as they blow in the 

cold wind.”      Emma A. 

 

“The leaves flutter; they are like butter-

fly wings.”  

   Makayla K. 

 

 

 

 

Carly K., 3rd grade 

Akadia H., 3rd grade 

       Leaf Line Paintings 



Welcome, Miss Fertich! 
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Fundraising Notes 

Here is an update of how our 

fundraisers are going so far:  

September- R&K Sub Sale- 

$546.75; October- Race for Edu-

cation- $7,719.00  

These are the current and up-

coming fundraisers that we really 

need your help with!: 

December-  

 Pines for Pupils—Find your 

coupon from the beginning 

of the school year and head 

to Cole Brothers for your 

tree! 

 All Month: Bags of TX Road-

house Peanuts- $5/bag that 

include a FREE Appetizer 

coupon worth $7!! 

January-  

 Superbowl Sub Sale– Money 

and Orders Due January 16, 

2019 

 

 

February-  

 Texas Roadhouse Dine 

Out- All Day Sunday 

Feb. 17, 2019 (we 

make 12% of ticket 

sales that day) 

March-  

 Pampered Chef Party- 

Thursday March 7 

 April– AUCTION- 

Catered by Texas 

Roadhouse, Saturday, 

April 13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An old mansion on Christmas Eve . . . an 

inheritance to be awarded . . . several 

“shady” characters and you have the 

makings of “The Jingle Bell Mystery”. 

Come see our 4th through 10th grades as 

they cooperate to make the right deci-

sion as to who should “win” the inher-

itance. You’ll laugh at creepy Spencer- 

the butler, snobby Lillian- the socialite, 

Frederick- her milquetoast husband, Basil

- the bumbling lawyer and those bells . . . 

where are they coming from? 

*Light refreshments served after the play 

We welcome Miss Hannah Fertich as 
our new K—8 Art teacher!  Miss 
Fertich is a 2014 graduate of ACCA 
(you can find her handprint on the 
wall in the Ram Center) and a 2018 
graduate of Calvin College.  She has 
a degree in Graphic Design, and a 
minor in Dutch.  She also took     
several ceramics courses and is  
looking forward to teaching our  
students some of the design skills 
she has learned in college.  Miss 
Fertich is very creative and has   
recently started her own business, 
Anatra Creations, where she sells 
her artwork.   
Miss Fertich has begun teaching the 
students about Picasso and the 
techniques he used in creating his 
art.  Animal line paintings for K-3 
were painted in the colors Picasso 
used. Students in grades 4 - 7 drew a 
man in a chair upside-down. It was a 
challenge for some students, but the 
results were super! 

The 

Jingle Bell 

Mystery 
Friday, December 

14 

immediately following the 

ACCA Christmas concert 

Kaitlyn D., 6th grade 

Emma A., 7th grade Kamren S., 7th grade 

Ruthie L., K Jack K. , 3rd grade 
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Spiritual Life
 

On November 16,  prayer 

buddies came together to 

pack shoeboxes for         

Operation Christmas Child.  

We packed 22 shoeboxes 

that will bless children in  

other countries around the 

world!  After packing, we had 

a great time of prayer for the 

children who would receive 

the boxes and for the people 

delivering them.  Students 

then watched a few videos 

from OCC about people who 

have received shoeboxes and 

the impact it had on their 

lives.  One of those people 

goes to Mr. Greene’s church!  

Thank you, teachers, parents 

and students for your gifts. 

Who knows how God will 

use your generosity?! 

It was our privilege to host some 

of our students’ pastors for    

Pastor Appreciation this year.  A 

special luncheon was prepared for 

the pastors.  Students ate with 

their pastors then performed a 

short music program. Each pastor 

also received a small gift from the 

school.  Before the pastors left, 

the students circled around them 

and prayed for their pastors. We 

appreciate the relationships    

pastors build with our students 

and the ways in which they teach 

and mentor them. Thank you to 

Waverly Keller, Elaine McCauslin 

and their helpers  for the wonder-

ful lunch and to Mr. Monte for 

preparing our music program! 

Pastor Appreciation



1865 Biglerville Road 

Gettysburg, PA 17325 

 

Phone: 717-334-9177 

Fax: 717-334-7691 

E-mail: acca@adamscountychristian.org 

“Providing a Christian education, assisting students 

in discovering their God-given potential, and offering 

service opportunities to put faith into action.” 

 

Faith, service, commitment and excellence in education 
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